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To say the year began with a slight surprise would be an understatement.  After being installed in April of 2009 as Moderator Elect for PWP, the familiar routine of being in office once again sank in.  Whether in Central Florida Presbytery or Presbytery of East Tennessee, the similarities of PWP office are very strong.

In the first part of July, several women from the Maryville and Knoxville area drove to Louisville, Kentucky for the Triennial Churchwide Gathering of Presbyterian Women.  This was one of the best Gatherings I have had the privilege to attend.  Women from around the country and the globe were in high spirits as we came together in unity to sing, learn, laugh, understand, sing, listen, interact, eat, share, sing and worship together.  Did I mention the singing was fabulous with the leadership of Tracy Keenan and Dave Powers?  The Business meeting adjourned with a positive vote to become incorporated.  How that will affect the ranks from Churchwide down through the Synods, Presbyteries and Congregations has yet to be seen and played out.  No matter!  Presbyterian Women shall continue to do what we have always done – live out our PW Purpose to the best of our ability.

The “surprise” came in September when I was thrust unexpectedly into the position of Moderator.  After some adjustment and aid from former Moderator, Loretta Teter, my year officially began.  October is the usual time for the PW Spiritual Retreat.  Not only one, but three were held; one in each Area of the Clusters.  This seems to have been a good decision because more attendance and activity was generated by the PW’s in the churches.  I was unable to attend any of them since a joint meeting of Synod of South Atlantic and Living Waters was to follow the Columbia Friendship Circle Council meeting October 15th.  Leaving straightway from Columbia’s campus, going to Birmingham, Alabama, to attend PW Synod Coordinating Team meeting, I was struck by how much information gets passed from one level to another, going both directions on the communications highway, at these meetings.  It’s easy to feel meeting’d out until an evaluation of what was contributed versus gained is done.  Results are always heavy on the gained side to bring home.

Late fall and winter was spent getting “sea legs” and fixing on a land sight.  That “sight” is to do more.  To know the women one serves is crucial for planning events, which will benefit all in one way or another.  I have written in the PW Newsletter I want to meet the women all over the Presbytery.  If they’ll feed me, I’ll come.  Anywhere, anytime (practically).  Travel plans need to be among the most important plans for me.

Loretta Teter generously stayed on Coordinating Council while I adjusted.  This next year will be for me to learn another layer of the Presbytery.  

Plans, hopefully, will be for a wider array of PW events in the coming years.  As focus begins on a new program year, PW can reach new areas of service and ministry.  I’ve heard that some church pastors do not approve the HORIZONS Bible Study.  I’d like to know why.  I’d like to sit down with pastors of that opinion and chat, get to know one another.  Some church pastors and/or sessions do not approve or allow PW in the congregation to make its own policy or decisions of budget or ministry.  I’d like to chat also with these.

Presbyterian Women is an individual organization in ministry with the GAMC and the church worldwide.  The ministries in which PW engages are reformed and always reforming as is our denomination.  For many women, PW is how they choose to do justice, love kindness and walk humbly with their God.  After all, if it’s not for the glory of Christ our Savior, who is it for?

The Annual Gathering of PW in the Presbytery will meet next week.  Women from all over the presbytery will come.  Maybe someone new.  Maybe not.  Even so, PW are ready and willing to take positions of leadership.  Things are tough all over so some Leaders going out of office will move to another.  How do we re-charge, re-ignite, re-focus?  I do not believe we do.  Re- anything means going back.  PW needs to move forward, find ways to nurture faith, support mission, work for justice and peace and, build inclusivity and witness not only for ourselves but for all women we encounter. 

I hope to meet you all in the elbow-grease pits of life.

Mot Krick

