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‘ws SPIRITUAL RETREATS

PRESBYTERIAN WOMEN IN EVERY AREA OF EAST TENNESSEE PRESBYTERY SPENT A DAY TOGETHER

Area Ill PW Fall Spiritual Retreat

New Hope Chattanooga: The retreat was a joyous occasion! Approximately 52 women from Chattanooga,
Cleveland and Soddy Daisy attended (not counting all the new Hope women working in the kitchen). The
Retreat Theme was Journeys: Mission, Praise, Hope and Faith. Leaders were: Rivermont: Harriet New,
"Walkway" a Journey of Hope” the overview of our Horizon Bible Study, Loretta Teter, "Walkway of Praise"
a Journey through PW and Dr. Carolyn Brannon spoke of "Walkway A Christ-Centered Mission” her journey of
bringing a young girl from Honduras to Chattanooga for medical treatment and a prosthetic. The Rev. Laura
Becker (Northminster) shared her "Faith Walkways" and led us in the celebration of communion and worship
service . Brenda Hooper (Northside) opened with a wonderful devotional, Sherrell Hayes (Soddy Daisy)
directed the program, Gloria Griffith (Renaissance) was the song leader. The director from Newton Child
Development Center spoke to the gathering and received gifts of goods and money for Newton’s program.
Everyone attending had an opportunity to make comments and all comments were positive. First Cleveland responded to Carolyn
Brannon’s moving journey of faith in mission and will be in prayer for Carolyn and Ruby. Carolyn’s story is on page four.

Area Il Fall Spiritual Retreat At Clover Hill Presbyterian Church

Before concentrating on our own spiritual journeys, we spent time recalling and probing for
understanding of the many significant journeys of people we have long studied in the Bible.
Often God initiated and guided their journey
yet the way was not smooth and the results were not always what they anticipated.
Then we looked at our own journeys: who were the motivators,
what were the high points, the low points, where we are now and where we are headed.

We built hope within for our journey through song and dance and we worshipped
God with us in our journey through interpretation of scripture, prayer, and communion.
Area | Spiritual Retreat

Fairmont Presbyterian in Knoxville was honored to host the retreat.
The lovely fall day was truly the day the Lord had made and all rejoiced in it.

After coffee time Linda Worden of Lake Hills presented a wonderful program on Pathways of Faith. Pastor
Carolyn Anderson of Wartburg/Lansing gave the overview of Revelation. It was excellent. She had many
people thankful for her presentation of this sometime feared chapter of the Bible and gave everyone a sense
of pure hope that this ending book was only looking to the future. After a very delicious meal and fellowship
we resumed our day as Rev Kally Elliott delivered our Call to Worship time before our sharing the serving of
Communion. From the beginning opening, Rev. Anderson’s presentation to Rev. Elliott’s closing Communion.
It was a wonderful day for every woman present.

The Revelation Bible Study presentation was fabulous. Linda Worden.

| was impressed by the women Pastors that led the workshop. | realize that the road to their destination was not easy, but
they persevered and succeeded without bitterness. Each was great in her own way! Pat Garrett



NEWS FROM OUR CHURCHES ACROSS THE PRESBYTERY

TRINITY PRESBYTERIAN

Christmas Shop? Rummage Sale? Indoor Yard Sale?

SUCCESSFUL! ENJOYABLE! REWARDING!
That’swhat Trinity Presbyterian Women call it!
Peggy Parkinson wasthe chair of the event. Therewasno
newspaper reading time because a steady flow of customers
kept everyone busy! It wasatimefor working together,
getting to know each other and helping others. Plansareto
hold another salein thefuture. Meantimethe “Brown House
Big Room” isready for the next event!

CROSSROAD'SWOMEN’S RETREAT

Eleanor Miller reported twelve women met Friday Oct.
29" and most came the next morning to share fellowship,
thoughtful discussion and worship in a retreat led by Diane
Swisher. Central to the theme of the Women’s Retreat
was: LOVE. . God’s love. .as manifested in our love. .for
one another. The retreat’s conclusion on Saturday was led
by Pastor Robert Cook. We celebrated Holy Communion and
Rev. Cook shared this worshipful time with us.

A large thank you to our leader, Diane Swisher and Elaine
Lefco who prepared the delicious food we all enjoyed.

Northside Presbyterian of Cleveland

Our PW committed to provide breakfast at the Senior
Center for approximately 40 people on all the odd
numbered months of the year. We make gifts for
hospice patients several times a year (usually around
60 patients). PW provides Thanksgiving dinner for a
family with a special needs child. “Northside Shakers”
is a community wide exercise class our PW sponsors.
We also cook for a community wide fish fry! The PW is
involved with the church office renovations, the church
kitchen renovations and even had a yard sale to raise
funds for a new heat and air unit! PW was instrumental
in the preparation for their new pastor Reverend Heidi
Johnson’s installation. We provide a full time Circle
devotion leader.

PRESBYTERIAN WOMEN AT FARRAGUT
will team with the Pastoral Care Committee to send
gift cards to all of their college students in February.

Presbyterian Women of Fairmont

In October our Treasurer’'s house burned. We wanted
to help them — we made a good decision! PW took
care of collecting money from fellow church members
and presented a sizeable check to them. As we are a
small church we have to be innovative to make monies
as well as determine how to spend it. This year we had
excess money and were able to pay for the spraying of
the church to rid the free loading bugs and other
insects who like to live herel

Our annual Christmas Brunch/Silent Auction makes it
possible to do many things throughout the year.

PINE GROVE HOSTS SISTER CHURCHES

In November a dinner was hosted by the women at
Pine Grove church for the women of Baker’s Creek,
Clover Hill, and First Presbyterian, Greenback.
Thedinner was special and the program wastimely
sinceit was so closeto All Saints Day. Theladies
prepared a skit on thelife of Martin Luther and
shared alot of information about his personal lifeand
his“dark side’” not previously known to many of usin
attendance.

Janice E. Campbell Cluster Six Leader

First Presbyterian Cleveland

Becky Wright reported that their women have a
Christmas Tea at the church in early December.
It has been a tradition for several years now.
Following the tea we wrap candles with red
tissue fringe to be used at our church®s
Moravian Love Feast the following Sunday.

Our next major activity is on Shrove Tuesday
before Ash Wednesday. We will have a Pancake
Supper at the church and will receive a love
offering. The proceeds will be used for PW
missions.

First Presbyterian Lenior City

Three years ago First Presbyterian of Lenoir City had one
circle with only a small number participating. Then the
day circle got invigorated and added a virtual circle for
women who are homebound by personal circumstances.
This year we added a night circle.

This is just amazing evidence of the power of our Lord to
quicken the hearts and minds of women in the church.

Presbyterian Women

have always embraced their diversity. There is strength
in diversity. PW will continue to grow because of their
commitment to:
Bible Study, Support for mission,

Working for justice and peace.
Presbyterian women have done these things even
during times when it was not popular to do so.
Learn more about these ministries visit:
www.pcusa.org/racialethnic,
Www.pcusa.org/women,
www.pcusa.org/allwomen,
www.pcusa.org/pw or call 888-728-7228.

A disc is available about Racial Ethnic Ministries
from the office of Rashelle Hunter, Louisville, KY.

Pat Garrett



NEWS FROM OUR CHURCHES ACROSS THE PRESBYTERY

Do these women remind you of anyone you know?

FAITHFULLY BEHIND THE SCENES

Every week Lois Wilson visits her church's older members
most of whom arein assisted living or are home bound.
She takes each one the church bulletin and can be counted
on to assist her pastor when communion isgiven. Lois
visits other swhose member shipsarein other churches.
Shereally lovesthese people and this ministry to them.

Three women who lead and teach in their church’sBible
School every year arewitnesses to others. Beyond Bible
School, Barbara Woody a parish nursevisitsthose unable
to be out, and sheand Mary Farmer L PN have held health
clinics at church. Sharon Compton audits and handlesthe
financial recordsyearly for her church aswell.

Margar et Chester has done awonderful job directing the
Christian Day Care Center at her church for many years.
She hasarranged the flowersin the sanctuary weekly as
long as many member s can remember, continuesto
organizelarge potluck dinners effortlessly and doesit all
with love and grace.

Always behind the scenes, Pauline M oor e plans, over sees,
and follows through to completion eventsin the Sanctuary
of her church that require special arrangements. Pauline
tirelessly organizes materials and contacts everyone. She
wor ks through difficultieswith a smile on her face and
genuine appreciation for each woman that helps. Pauline
isthe most positive woman you could ever hopeto meet.

You can count on Rita Bell and Pegagy Samsto bring
flower arrangementsfrom their gardensaswell as provide
flower arrangementsfor their church year round. Both of
them plant and tend to flower s ar ound the church and will
arrangeflowersfor tablesat any get-togethers. Peggy isin
the nursery on Sunday mornings and uses any funds she
receives or flowersor decorationsfor the church.

FIRST PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH
MADISONVILLE

The Women’s Day Circle

at Madisonville spent part
of their December meeting
filling many Stockings with
candy, fruit and nuts for
the children whose
families are connected with
“Branches of Monroe County”. This was another
opportunity for service to a Christian Organization for
battered women and their children. For Thanksgiving
the Day circle provided a Thanksgiving dinner with all
the ‘fixings” to the clients and staff of Branches for
Monroe County. They appreciated PW's concern for
their residents as well as the caregivers themselves!

CONCORD PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH

ITISGOODTO LIVENEARA
PRESBYTERIAN INSTITUTION OF LEARNING.

During publicity surrounding the construction of the new
artscenter at Maryville College nearby Concord
Presbyterian realized the importance of many connections
and bondstheir church’s history shared with the college.

For closeto a hundred years Concord has had families
with studentsat Maryville College. Their pulpit has
welcomed two pastorsand their wives (all Maryville
alumni) and some 20 present member s have been students.

Over theyears students preparing to enter the ministry
would conduct Sunday wor ship and Maryville College
faculty of various disciplines have been members. One
member said theimportance of Maryville' stenets, the
ability to meld ideas of scholar ship with commitment to
service gave students a solid preparation for their future
work and often offered them a new wor ld-view.

Having experienced these benefit themselves, Concord
hopes other Presbyterian churches recognize, appr eciate

and support theimportant heritage and education provided
by our denomination institutions of higher lear ning.

Yes, it isgood to livenear a
Presbyterian Institution of learning!

Mary Lawson and Erin Russell McCarty
arethe Concord memberswho conducted the survey

FIRST PRESBYTERIAN SODDY DAISY

With Advent candles in place, the Chrismon Tree
decorated and poinsettias in the Sanctuary, PW set the
scene to celebrate Christ’s birth at First Soddy Daisy.
They signed up to bring food for their annual Christmas
dinner, a mission opportunity for the whole church to
gift Chattanooga Rescue Mission and the Salvation Army.
Unigue to the evening was the traditional appearance of
‘Dirty Santa’!

PW furnished a soup lunch for the Christmas Craft
Bazaar, made crafts and had their new cookbook
available to purchase.

Coats for Kids were also collected.

NEED CHOIR ROBES?

Northside Presbyterian of Cleveland

has 24 blue choir robesto give away!
Contact Pat Stonecipher if you areinterested!
To Reach Pat: email: pcstonecipher @att.net

or phone: Pat - 423/336-2295
NORTHSIDE PRESBY TERIAN: 423/476-6181




Rubenia- A Story of God’s Faithfulness

| first met Rubenia, or “Ruby”, in the summer of 2009 at the Pan American Health Center, a children’shome
in Honduras. We volunteer there on Rivermont’s mission trips. Shewasten yearsold when she and her twelve
year old brother ran away from home. A Pan Am worker Irisfound them living under a bridge whiletaking a
walk. They cametoliveat Pan Am temporarily and were still at the center when we visited thefirst time.

| fell in love with Ruby that week, with her deter mination. She was missing her |eft foot, ankle and two fingers
from her left hand but she had no idea she had a disability. Ruby ran and played with other children, even
climbed a bell tower toring the bell for VBS. Ruby brought joy to my life and found a special placein my heart.

When | returned to the States, every timel prayed, her facewould bethere. | felt God wanted meto help her.
| wastold that it was hard to obtain medical visasto bring Honduransto the US. | contacted the Jordan
Thomas Foundation, a local charity that donates prostheticsto children. Thischarity was started by a high
school student who lost both of hislegsin a boating accident. | wastold they didn’t do work internationally.
| continued to pray but felt that God had shut the door on my ability to help her.

In June 2010, when wereturned to Honduras with our mission team, | learned Ruby’s parents had given her
legal custody to a missionary from Mississippi. She had been placed in a homefor girlsin another city, was
doing well, attending school for thefirst time and learning English.

We had another great week in Honduras. On thelast night before leaving, | talked to thedirector of Pan Am
and told her God had put Ruby on my heart. | felt | was supposed to help her but felt God had closed the door .
She encouraged me not to give up, to continuetrying.
| admit | felt a heavy weight on my shoulders. Hadn’t | already tried?

| returned home and prayed for Ruby, asking God if he wanted meto pursuethis. A strong sense encouraged
me, so | contacted everyonethat would be necessary to bring her tothe U.S., the missionary in Mississippi who
has legal custody and the housemother in charge of the home where Ruby wasliving. Thankfully, they were both
very interested. More evidence of God’s hand in my planning came when | learned that Ruby’s housemother,
Allison, was from Soddy Daisy.

Oncel contacted those closeto Ruby, | learned mor e about her life. She camefrom afamily of thirteen
children living in a small house with no furniture. They slept every night on thedirt floor and never had enough
money to providefor all thechildren. They were always hungry. Their father was abusive. Many of the children
ran away to escape hisrage. Ruby was disabled at the age of three months when her father threw her into afire.
L earning these details, | was even more amazed at her joy for lifeand loving spirit.

The process continued. Doctorsin Chattanooga had to agreeto donate their servicesfor Ruby to obtain a visa.
| again asked the Jordan Thomas Foundation for help. | prayed each timebefore| asked a new person for help
and | learned thistime—it was meant to be. Prayerscontinued to be answered. | really knew thiswasall God’s
plan when the Jordan Thomas Foundation agreed to sponsor her, guaranteeing her new prosthetic legsthrough
the age of eighteen. With thisnews| broke down and cried, praising God for hisfaithfulness.

Ruby arrived in the United Statesthis September. She hasa one year medical visa and liveswith a family in
Soddy Daisy who arefriends of her housemother. Kyleand Amanda were missionariesvolunteering in the home
where Ruby livesin Honduras. They moved back to Soddy Daisy in June. Ruby isnow in the process of getting
an orthotic to stretch her kneeto prepare her for her prosthetic leg. She may need surgery beforethe prosthesis
and will need therapy afterwardsto learn to walk with it.

Ruby continuesto fill my heart with joy. She has strengthened my faith. On the morning shewasin our home
for thefirst time, | couldn’t help but be amazed that God had brought this beautiful girl I met in Hondurasinto
our home. | also marvel at how much we don’t know about God’stiming. Last year it would have been a harder
journey—shewasn’t in a stable home and didn’t know any English. Now she’'sin aloving, stable home, going to
school for thefirst time.

| have learned not to give up when | fed that God has closed a door.
He may really be holding it open for theright timing, His.
“I wait for the Lord, my soul waits, and in hisword | put my hope.” Psalm 130:5

Dear God, Thank you for your faithfulness.
Help usnot to give up hope and let us continueto pray for those you put on our hearts.
Carolyn Brannon Snyder



NEWS FROM OUR CHURCHES ACROSS THE PRESBYTERY

NEED A TRANQUIL MOMENT?

VISIT ETOWAH FIRST PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH

Oneblock south of 30 and west of 411 in Etowah, TN you will find the First Presbyterian Church.
Takethetimetovisit. Ask for atime of reflection in the Sanctuary. You will be glad for the experience.

The Sanctuary of the church will bring you peace and let you step away from the hurried pace of the day.

Our Presbyterian heritageis depicted in the symbolsthat have important meaningsfor us.

The embroidered needlepoint tapestries stitched by Etowah Presbyterian Women are a witnessto everyone
of the dedication of those who executed them.

NEED CHOIR ROBES?

Northside Presbyterian of Cleveland has 24 blue
choir robesin excellent condition to give away!
Contact Pat Stonecipher. To Reach Pat:

email: pcstonecipher @att.net or phone: Pat- 423/336-2295
NORTHSIDE PRESBYTERIAN: 423/476-6181

CHANGESTO THE PWP 2010-2011 DIRECTORY

Pg. 3—Jane Guthrie'semail: janemguthrie@epbfi.com , 423 756-3802

Pg. 4 and 13- Eleanor Barker'saddressis4716.

Pg.7 mail to Oak Ridge Presbyterian should be sent to P.O. Box 6106
instead of the street addresslisted. Thezip codeis correct.

Pg.8 Janet Allen'semail: [anetallen32@hotmail.com

Pg.8 Leah Schneider 161 Perry Smith Lane

Pg.22 Ester Rabe—615 Felix Rd, MURPHY, NC 28906

Pg.11- LAKE FOREST PRESBYTERIAN 865/577-2800
714 E. LAKE FOREST DRIVE, KNOXVILLE 37920
Y ear begins: September M eetings; 2™ Tuesday

MODERATOR: Fran Dunn  H 865 379-7837 C 654-2220.
1422 Cheyenne Blvd. Seymour, TN 37865 email:fransped2@aol.com

TREASURER: MéindaKeley 333 Prospect Road 865/983-0025
mkelleyfamily@aol.com
HISTORIAN: Debbie Potts

4415 Cheyenne Dr. 37920
TOGETHER IN SERVICE: Helen Alley 1900 Kemper Ln. 37920

SPIRITUAL NURTURE: Judy McKenzie 865/694-9809
1147 Highgrove Garden Way
Knoxville, TN 37822
e-mail: mmcken@comcast.net

3505 Bluff Point Dr, Knox, 37920
573-7562 hmseler @aol.com

NIGHT CIRCLE: RelaWhite 7452 Somer set Rd. Knox. 37920
H 694-7976 c 748- 3997 hsrelawhite@att.net

2914 Ginn Rd., Knox. 37909
573-2544

SEARCH : Ann Gr aff

DAY CIRCLE: Louise Huff

PW.ACTIVITIES

Garnered from their Church Newsletters
SEQUOYIA HILLS PRESBYTERIAN

The PW met in December for lunch and
brought homemade goodiesto giveto their
church membersin nursing homes. Asof last
year they have a new cookbook published.

Fountain City Wednesday Night
Women’s Bible study

Beginning Wednesday, January 12" the women at
Fountain City Presbyterian will have a Nine session
focuson boundaries: “When to say Yes, How to say
No, Take control of your life’.

Thebook Boundariesby Dr. Henry Cloud and Dr.
John Townsend will bethe basis of the sessions.

HIGHLAND PRESBYTERIAN
Thefirst meetingin 2011 was held on Tuesday,
January 4 at 7 p.m. in the Parlor.

Circle 11 will meet to begin discussion of Harold
Kushner'sbook “Who Needs God?” A regular
meeting date will be determined at the meeting.

ERIN PRESBYTERIAN WOMEN

Circle 1V will meet Monday, January 10th at 6:30in
the Scar br ough home.

Tuesday, January 11, Circlel! will meet at 10:00in
the Family Life Center.

Pat Sexton or Mary Scarbrough are contact persons
for additional information.



Editor: Jane M. Guthrie 2554 Crestwood Drive,
PRESBYTERIAN WOMEN OF EAST TENNESSEE PRESBYTERY Chattanooga, TN 37415
janemguthrie@epbfi.com (423) 756-3802

CLUSTER 1: Alice M elton-meltona2002@yahoo.com, 423/346-3472.
Churches: Bethel, First Harriman, First Huntsville, First Oak Ridge,
First Rockwood, First Spring City and Wartburg/L ancing.

CLUSTER 2: Betty Reddick- jsrdk @aol.com, 865/525-5580.
Churches: Cross Roads, Fairmont, First Lafollette, Fountain City,
Fourth United, New Covenant, New Hope K noxville, Powell,
Shannondale, Spring Place, and Washington.

CLUSTER 3: Linda Worden- clikett@iopner.net 865/573-2531. Churches:
First Knoxville, Graystone, Lake Forest, Lake Hills, and New Prospect.

CLUSTER 4: Eleanor Barker- elsharker @peoplepc.com, 865/525-5454.
Churches: Concord, Erin, Fairfield Glade, Farragut, First Lenoir City,
Knoxville K orean, Parkway, Second Knoxville, Sequoyah Hills, West Emory
and Westminster.

CLUSTER5: Laura Goss- L aurafg@bellsouth.net, 865/687-2682. Chur ches:
Caldonia, Eastminster, Emmanuel United, First Sevierville, Gatlingburg,
Kirk Hills, Rocky Springs, and Shiloh.

CLUSTER 6: Janice Campbell—jimnjan4442@charter.net, 865/984-4442.
Churches: Baker’s Creek, Big Spring, clover Hill, Eusebia, First Greenback,
Highland, Houston Memorial, New Castle, New Providence and Pine Grove.

CLUSTER 7: Pat Garrett—patgarrett@tds.net. 423/884-3894. Churches:
Brown Hill, Center, Epperson, Farner, First Etowah, First Sweetwater,
First United Athens, Fork Creek, M adisonvilleand MarsHill.

CLUSTER 8: Effie Heiss— 423/446-3474. Churches: First Soddy Daisy,
Mowbray, Northside Chattanooga, Renaissance, River mont and Second
Chattanooga.

CLUSTER 9: Marilyn Suber- newhope@bellsouth.net (attn. M. Suber)
423/432-0114. Churches: Chattanooga K orean, First Cleveland, New Hope
Chattanooga, Northminster, Northside Cleveland and Trinity.

Cluster Coordinator Brenda Hooper, bbhooper @hotmail.com 423/276-4209

2011 * PRESBYTERIAN WOMEN CALENDAR DATES * 2011
ANNUAL SPRING GATHERING

SATURDAY, APRIL 30TH

NEW PROVIDENCE PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH

MARYVILLE, TN.
OUR ONCE A YEAR GATHERING OF EAST TENNESSEE PRESBYTERY PRESBYTERIAN WOMEN

Information about the Gathering will be in the next Presbytery packet.

The Spring Issue of our newsletter ‘ WHAT'S HAPPENING’
will arrive in early March with complete registration forms and details.

APRIL 29TH, THURSDAY— COME SEE COLUMBIA DAY AT COLUMBIA COLLEGE
DETAILED INFORMATION WILL BE INCLUDED IN THE NEXT NEWSLETTER.

YOUR COORDINATING TEAM FOR PRESBYTERIAN WOMEN OF EAST TENNESSEE PRESBYTERY WILL MEET:

FEBRUARY 2ND AT NEWTON CHILD DEVELOPMENT CENTER/RENAISSANCE IN CHATTANOOGA.
Contact your cluster leader if you have questions or information to share.
You will find your church’s name and cluster leader’s information at the top of this page.




