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Presbytery of Mississippi

“A Journey of Faith” is the subtitle for our study of Joshua.  It could also be the title of our life in Christ.  I love the NIV translation of Hebrews 11:1: “Now faith is being sure of what we hope for and certain of what we do not see.”  We have an incredible God who has proven faithful to us over many, many generations.

We have nurtured that faith this year in a difficult study of Joshua, which has caused us to pray more fervently for peace.  “A Journey of Faith” could also be the subtitle for Aserelene Pickett’s special message as the Vice-Moderator for Justice and Peace.  She chronicled to Presbyterian church in Mississippi from three disparate groups to one loving and inclusive community of faith, justice and peace.

The mission of the church is very important to Presbyterian Women.  We have given to the Birthday Offering, Thank Offering, Least Coin, and Joy Gift.  Some of the many ways we supported the mission of the church through benevolent giving are: 


Columbia Friendship Circle


Mission Haven


Stillman College



Pre Escola Linda Bates in Brazil


Brazilian Missionary Training

French Camp/Chamberlin Hunt

We gave generously at our Fall Cluster Gatherings to:


Hancock Food Pantry



Hope Village for Children


Our Daily Bread Ministry


Living Waters for the World

We have also worked hard on local mission efforts directed toward peace and justice as we support battered women’s shelters, abused children’s shelters, food kitchens, after school tutorials.  We worked in nursing homes, hospitals, Boys and Girls Clubs, making caps for newborn infants and heart patients, buying school supplies for underprivileged children, and many more local projects.

We certainly know how to build an inclusive, caring community.  My first job as your moderator was to attend Mission Haven and Columbia Friendship Circle board meetings.  Those caring communities encompass three synods and do remarkable work.  Last year the three synods refurbished the mission housing and the clothes closet, and raised $60,000.00 for scholarships at Columbia Seminary.

As moderator, I am part of a team of five moderators and others that produces the Alabama/Mississippi Women’s Conference.  Over twenty of us attended the conference in Starkville, MS, getting to know women from many other places.  Jackie Moran and I represented you at the Churchwide Gathering with 1,500 women from all across America and other countries.

There were over fifty women from across the presbytery at the Winter Retreat.  Rev. Elizabeth Gabbard and Dr. Dana Lamar led us in a study of our musical heritage.  It was a wonderful time 

of fellowship and sharing.

Cluster Leaders Jackie Moran, Sara Amos, Inez Dunlap, and Joyce Borum organized the four Fall Cluster Gatherings at Diamondhead, Prospect (Meridian), Canton, and Westminster (Natchez).  We learned about our Joshua study from Shirley Burris, Spiritual Leadership Developer, and shared ideas to make our local PW units work more effectively. Each gathering was well attended.  In March, Presbyterian Women met at First Presbyterian Church, Natchez for our Annual Gathering.  Shirley Middleton led us in a remembrance of those who have entered the church triumphant this past year.  We elected Sara Brown, Moderator-Elect; Cynthia McCraw, Secretary; Renee Belote, Cluster D Leader; and Jackie Moran to continue as Cluster A Leader.  Thanks to Myra Hester and the cluster leaders for all their hard work as the search committee.

The highlight of the year was a visit from the Brazilian Mission Team from our sister presbytery in Brazil.  Many thanks are due to Linda Bates, Together in Service Chair, and her husband, George, who spearheaded the project.  Presbyterian Women outdid themselves in making the team feel welcome.  I pray that their enthusiasm for the Gospel and their love for the Lord and one another (including us) will light fires in each of our churches that will burn brightly for years to come.  Their love and our hospitality are indeed a witness to the promise of God’s kingdom.

Your coordinating team met three times this year to plan activities for the presbytery.  Each member of the team contributed so much to our overall functioning.  Dorothy Daniel and Nora Brunson have faithfully kept our records.  Your Presbyterian Women Coordinating Team is ready, willing, and able to assist any church that needs them.  Thank you, team, for a job well done.  And thank you, Presbyterian Women, for everything you do to make Christ’s reign on Earth a reality.

Peace,

Pam McDonald

