TIS November 2010 

Mission - Make it Personal 

Here we are in November already.  Summer is gone, fall is set in, Halloween is over and Thanksgiving is just around the corner and then Christmas.  Where does the time go?  We are all busy not only with our own holiday plans but with all the increased activities in our communities and our churches.  Special holiday mission projects as well.  

I know all of you, like I am, are busy and working hard in your corporate projects, collecting food and gifts and money.  Sending lots of cards and well wishes.  Making sure the forgotten people are remembered.   We are working Together In Service for our Lord. 

Then the thought hit me.  While working together is very important isn’t it also important for us as individuals to work together in service WITH our Lord?  By this I am talking about the work we do alone with the Lord.  

Currently I am working on a number of holiday mission projects with my 

congregation, but the question struck me,  “What am I doing?”  What do I do outside the spotlight that shines on a group activity?  As Christians, aren’t we called to do these works as examples of God’s Glory, not for our own glory? 

When the prayer Shawl Ministry started at my church, the first decision by the group was that we would not give out the names of the people making the shawls.  This was work we did for God’s Glory, not our own.  The shawls are gifts of love from God, not from individuals.  

I had to ask myself what do I do as an individual without recognition, that shares God’s Glory with another in need?  Before writing this I did quite a bit of self-examination.  My answer sadly was, “Nothing.”  Lots of group work and favors for friends, but no mission as an individual.  Then the question came, “What can I, just one person, do to make a difference in someone else’s life?”  The answer came to me as I was driving to the grocery.  On the way I pass a nursing home that is quite close to my house.  I stopped in and talked with the nurses.    I have now started a personal project but one that I will not share.  Once I share it, it is no longer just between me and my Lord. 

This is not to be critical, simply to share my own thoughts and maybe to help some others to think.  Faith is, at the very least, a personal journey.  In Matthew we are told that when we do for His people, we do it for Him.   I feel we also need to make sure we are doing it for the right reason. 

During this holiday season, take some time for yourself.    Rest, refresh, and renew your personal relationship with your Lord.  Celebrate, our Lord is coming and He is here for you. 

To His Glory 

Judy Persons 

