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In my second year as Moderator of Presbyterian Women of Transylvania Presbytery, I continued to be in awe of the work done both locally, as well as nationally and internationally by women who feel the call of God to do work that Jesus has commanded us to do.   I was much more at ease in running the Coordinating Team meetings, though I know I still could not have done so without the tremendous support from so many of my sisters in Christ. The theme, ”God Will Do Wonders Among You” from the Churchwide Gathering in Louisville last summer still permeates my being, as I have observed the “wonders” being done in the churches across the presbytery.

In the eastern part of the presbytery. The Fall is always such a beautiful time to be at the camp, noting the wonders of God’s creation all around us.  Karen May again did a wonderful overview of this year’s Horizon’s Bible Study on Joshua: A Journey of Faith. Written by Mary Mikhael, a native of Lebanon, we were given a very engaging study, which presented us not only such depth and insights into the life of this man of God, but also challenged us to look at where we as Christians find ourselves in the every-changing landscape of the Middle East.  For her overview, Karen, in a very limited amount of time, encouraged us to look deeply, even in tough spots, to see where we see ourselves as women of the 21st century when reading the words “Choose this day whom you will serve.”   Through the year of study, as I visited various circles, I heard some moans about how difficult the study was, but I also shared in groups that loved the themes brought forth and the challenges they presented to us as Christian women.

At the Fall Gathering we were also delighted to have as our guest, Ray White, a volunteer who works with Project C.U.R.E.,  based in Nashville, Tennessee.    The theme of the organization is “Delivering Health and Hope to the World.”  Several churches in our presbytery, especially in the Lexington area, have participated in donating health care items to the project over the past few years.  These donations have mainly been stored at Hunter Presbyterian Church in Lexington, then three or four times a year are packed in trucks that come up from Nashville to be taken to the main Center.  From there they are distributed across the globe. Ray has been a volunteer for many years, and has traveled widely for the program, seeing first-hand how the donated medical supplies and efforts have changed lives. During our lunch in the Dining hall, he also had a power point presentation of the work being done.  The program was well received, and more churches became interested in becoming a part of this much-needed effort.

Our Spring Gathering was held at First Presbyterian Church in Richmond, KY.  Besides getting to see a renovation of the sanctuary which took place a few years ago, we were thrilled to have as our guest, the Rev. Dr. Tracy Keenan, pastor of the Covenant Presbyterian Church in Columbus, Ohio.  For the women who attended the Churchwide Gathering last summer, Tracy was no stranger, for she was the wonderfully talented woman who led us in our singing at each session during the Gathering.  Her love of God and Christ was apparent with the energy and enthusiasm she gave us. We sang a couple of familiar “oldies,” and then were introduced to some new ones which she has written, and were treated (once again for those who went to the CWG), to  “Walk, Walk,” which “demands” movement, even if you stay in your seat!  We also had our annual Communion service, presided over by the Rev. Stephanie Wing of the Harrodsburg Church and Rev. Keenan.  The Eternal Circle, remembering the women who passed away in 2009, was also part of our worship. We were treated beautifully by the host church. The Installation of new officers concluded our time before lunch.  Ellen Clark Marshall, a member of First Presbyterian in Lexington, was installed as the new Moderator for the coming two years.

It has been a challenge, but mainly a great joy for me to have had the opportunity to serve as the PW Moderator for these two years.  It took up some time I had to give, since I was employed only part-time.  The “extras” of being invited to Pot Luck meals, a Christmas Tea, and requests to lead the a Bible Study at Circle meetings were all very special times for me, and I am grateful for having had this experience. Indeed, God IS doing wonders among us!

Blessings,

Linda Crawford  

