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Following the Synod Coordinating Team meeting in October, there was a little time to rest and prepare for 2010. I received the applications for the Creative Ministries Offering Grants in early December. There were 84 applications to read, and 11 of those required more research. This is not one of the most fun jobs, because it is all dry reading, but I was able to complete all the reading and finish the research before heading off to Louisville, KY, in late February for the Committee Meeting. The meeting is really a fun time. All the members are fun loving people, who are willing to work hard and get the job finished. Two of the members are from the GAMC.

There were only a few days at home before going back to Louisville for the Churchwide Coordinating Committee (CCT) Meeting. There were three Committee Meetings before the CCT started. The USA Mission Experience Committee met on Monday morning to finalize plans for the trip to South Dakota in September and to select the women who would represent their Synods on the trip. A few of the Synods only had one nominee, but most had at least three. Making the selections was very difficult in some cases. Each application and recommendation letters had to be read. All sounded as if they would be great to have on the trip. We were intentional in the selections to make sure that all age groups and cultures were representative of those that had applied. The trip will be an exciting and rewarding time for all.

The Bible Study Committee met to choose the next topic for the Bible Study and the author for the topic that was chosen the year before. Janice Catron will be writing the 2013 – 2014 Bible Study on “Migration” as understood through Exodus and Deuteronomy. Janice is a favorite of mine. The topic for the 2014 – 2015 Bible Study will be II Corinthians.  

Following the Committee meetings, the CCT Meeting began. We were guests at the Brown Hotel for these meetings. When you are at the Brown Hotel, you can count on nice rooms and great service.

The CCT Meeting was filled with many speakers. It seems as if there was a speaker at every meal and some during the meeting. The first speaker was Noelle Damico, and her topic was “Human Trafficking”. She came to us via webcam. That was interesting, but the connection was not very good. We heard Sudan from Debbie Braaksma, and an update on Haiti from K. T. Ockels and Lionel Dereenoncourt. We also got a sample of the Leadership Training from Sara Moore-Nokes and Verstan Choy that three of our Synod women will receive in September. Several of the CCT members reported on the UN Commission on the Status of Women that had just finished.

The CCT choose the theme for the Churchwide Gathering in Orlando on July 18 – 22, 2012. The theme will focus on “Hope and Faith”.

A note of interest to all; the PW web site will be updated soon after the General Assembly Meeting is finished in July 2010.

I attended the Medical Benevolence Foundation Board of Trustee Meeting in Chicago on April 23 – 24. This was a very interesting meeting, and I was honored to represent Presbyterian Women Churchwide on this board.
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