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The needle arts so necessary in years past became 
somewhat lost in our time of sewing machines and 
store-bought clothes and linens. But in recent years 
specialty hand-  and heart-made items are re-
emerging as a part of Together In Service missions 
across our presbytery. There is ı ever has been ı
something precious about giving gifts made with 
oneĴs own hands. To our members it is simple really. 
Needle offerings are purposed with usefulness and 
comfort in mind, are lovingly created and then given 
to whoever needs them, wherever they are  . . . 
Henderson -  In January 2009 the Presbyterian 
Women of Henderson began a knitting/crocheting 
club whose first project was making sweaters for  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
ĶKnit for Kids.ķ The members were energized and 
uplifted, realizing these garments were bringing 
warmth and love to children everywhere. 
Later the Henderson PW expanded their efforts as 
they added a prayer shawl ministry, providing eight 
shawls for their shut- ins. In addition, they have 
made over 100 dish clothes for a local organization 
that used them in Christmas baskets for their clients. 
While continuing their shawl and dish cloth 
ministries, this year the Henderson group has joined 
ĶSave The Childrenķ and ĶWarm Up Americaķ by 
knitting and crocheting caps for newborn babies. 
These caps keep babies warm and reduce newborn 
deaths in developing countries. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 



Bowling Green -  Several years ago Hope ScantlinĴs 
interest was piqued when she heard about groups 
knitting or crocheting prayer shawls. She talked with 
others and soon the prayer shawl ministry of The 
Presbyterian Church in Bowling Green was founded. 
Thanks to Hope and other knitters, including Ann 
Dickey, Jane Wilkinson and Sue Bryant, about 50 
prayer shawls were given to friends of TPC in times 
of celebration or for comfort in times of need.  
This PW group is especially excited that Ķmystery 
knittersķ have joined their efforts. These anonymous 
participants knit or crochet shawls and leave them in 
a central location for the Bowling Green group to 
find.  
 Paducah First , United Central and Westminster 
ı Three Paducah churches also have needle arts 
ministries. CLP Sharon Fesmire, currently serving at 
United Central, contributes regularly to the effort. 
First Presbyterian has a small group of women who 
knit prayer shawls, marinersĴ scarves, baby caps and 
dish cloths. At WPC the Westminster Circle sponsors 
a group of dedicated knitters. Jean Brown crochets 
prayer shawls that have brought peace and comfort 
to members and non-members alike. New WPC 
member Patti Bell has contributed abundantly to the 
dish cloth ministry. Kris Shanks, who works full time 
and is active in a local theater group, somehow finds 
time to create hand-made items including dish cloths 
beautifully decorated with the PC(USA) symbol.  
Our presbyteryĴs needlework artists will tell you 
their work is a meditative activity and each finds 
herself praying for the known or unknown person 
who will receive the piece. The gifts are placed in 
pretty paper or gift bags and, when possible, are 
personally presented to the recipient. Many times 
tears of joy are shed because these gifts are 
wonderful reminders of our bond in Christ.  
Please call any of the churches with questions about 
how to begin your own effort.  
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Wrinkles! What wrinkles? 

These are laugh lines. 



Quilts By BGĴs 
Boys of  Bellewood 
The boys who live in the Bowling Green 
Bellewood facility were curious about the quilts 
each of them received as they entered the 
facility. This started a conversation about where 
those quilts came from and who made them 
(the women of Western Kentucky Presbytery 
did, of course!).  As a result of the boysĴ interest, 
several women, under the direction of Vera 
Gramling, decided to teach a Bellewood class on 
quilt ing.  First the class, working together, made 
two Ķlap quiltsķ or throws. This went so well 
that the next year, Vera taught the boys how to 
make their own lap quilts.  As a part of their 
Annual Bellewood Christmas donation, the boys 
gave the throws they made to a local 
elementary school largely comprised of 
underprivileged students. 
One of the boys asked if he could make a throw 
for his mother. The sewing project for the boys 
was truly off and running. Using three 
machines brought in once a week by two 
volunteers the boys completed their tops then 
sent them out to be quilted. Once the quilting 
was completed, several women put on the 
finishing touches, binding each quilt.  Some of 
these throws, measuring 40x60, went to family 
members, while others were kept by the boys 
who made them. 
Everyone has been surprised at the response to 
the Ķsewing-by- the-boysķ project. Now in its 
third year, each boy enters the project 
enthusiastically, picks out his own fabrics and 
decides on a design for his quilt top. As a result, 
each quilt top is unique, reflecting the 
individuality of each boy. Some of the quilts  
 

 

made by the boys are Ķkeepers,ķ while others are 
given to new Bellewood residents when they 
arrive. Some of the quilts go to the local 
community. 
Funding for all this, as well as for our own PW 
in Western Kentucky Presbytery Quilts 
Ministry, comes from Presbyterian Women like 
you. Just imagine how many lives you reach.  
So, for those of you who sew tops, keep those 
tops coming. For those of you who contribute 
money, please know that the Bellewood boys, 
and those who are touched by their quilts, are 
also touched by you. And, please, continue to 
pray for the quilting boys of Bellewood, and for 
all of those other children whom God has put 
under Presbyterian care. 
 

 
 

 
Quilts created by the boys of Bellewood! 
 



 
 
 
As stated in the PW Manual, ĶPresbyterian 
WomenĴs Together in Service program 
continues the tradition of responding to 
changing needs around the world.ķ Disasters 
seem to be the order of the day. Globally PW 
answers the call to service. Hygiene Kits have 
been assembled and shipped to Haiti and now 
Japan. The Fall Gathering in Bowling Green 
received an offering of $586 for Living Waters 
for the World.   
Other articles in this monthĴs newsletter attest 
that the women of our congregations also work 
continually to support local projects including 
food pantries, BellewoodĴs Homes for Children, 
the Trilogy Center in Hopkinsville and Paducah 
Cooperative Ministries. It seems appropriate 
that our denomination has chosen a date 
(February 27 in 2010) to formally recognize 
the Gifts of Women. 
 
     
 
 
 
After hearing of our ĶCelebrating the Gifts of 
Womenķ The Paducah Sun ran a story and this 
picture of Westminster PW members! 
 

Please plan to attend our Fall Retreat on 
October 28 and 29 at Pennyrile   Forest State 
Resort Park. The Coordinating TeamĴs choice 
for the theme is ĶHere I Am, Lordķ; the offering 
will be donated to The Global Exchange and 
will go toward scholarships.   
The subject of the 2011-2012 Horizons Bible 
study is ĶConfessing the Beatitudes.ķ Its author, 

Margaret Aymer, is an ordained minister of 
Word and Sacrament in the PC(USA) and is an  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

First Church, Paducah PW members serve dessert 
during their February Winter Warm-Up Soup 
Lunch fundraiser for Bellewood. 
 

Rev. Margaret Aymer, is associate professor of 
New Testament/Chair of Biblical Studies at the 
Interdenominational Theological Center in 
Atlanta. Beginning in August we can follow her  
monthly as she blogs each lesson. Log in to the 
Horizons web page at http://horizons.pcusa.org, 
or on the Horizons Facebook page at 
www.facebook.com (type Horizons in the 
search box), or on PWĴs Facebook page.  No one 
can say we PWs are not techies! 
We continue to contact churches that no longer 
have a PW group. We pray that after taking a 
respite, some will come back into the fold. One 
such group is reviving PW in their church and 
currently plans a retreat in May!  
One last message, it is distressing what a 
difficult time the Coordinating Team Search 
Committee has had filling positions on the 
Coordinating Team. I have never seen a 
committee work so hard -  and often to no avail!  
If you are asked to serve, please search your 
heart and say to yourself, ĶMaybe it is my turn 
to serve Presbyterian Women.ķ    
Blessings to you.   -   Rose Morgan 
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