To:           Justice and Peace Representatives

From:      Claudia Torrey 

                 Vice Moderator of Issues, Justice, and Peace

                 Coordinating Team of Presbyterian Women    

                 (“PW”), Synod of Living Waters

Subject:   Highlights  

Date:        May 18, 2010

The following information is not exhaustive but is an overview of interest items.

Dates to Remember:

May 23----Pentecost

May 27-30----National Multicultural Church Conference in Chicago, IL

May 30----Trinity Sunday

May 31----Memorial Day observed

June 3-5----TRIENNIAL GATHERING of PW,

SYNOD of LIVING WATERS, in Huntsville, AL at FPC, Huntsville (go to www.pwslivingwaters.org for a registration form and fee information); workshops and a gift shop  with handmade items will promote the title “Gathering to Celebrate God’s Goodness”  

June 6-August 8----Each Sunday, Summer Worship Series at Montreat Conference Center in Montreat, NC; see  (www.montreat.org) for details or call 800+572-2257 to request a brochure   

June 23----Father’s Day

July 1-10----Meeting of the 219th General Assembly in Minneapolis, MN; the theme is “Rivers of Living Waters” based upon John 7:38

July 4----Independence Day

July 6-10----Montreat Women’s Connection Conference in Montreat, NC (www.montreat.org) 

July 21-23----ALABAMA/MISSISSIPPI CONFERENCE in MOBILE, AL (“AL/MISS”) at Spring Hill Presbyterian Church (go to www.pwslivingwaters.org for a registration form and fee information); the Bible Study Overview will be led by Ms. Dee Koza and the special guest speaker is Mrs. Valerie Elliot Shepard, daughter of well known missionaries Elisabeth and the late Jim Elliot

July 23-25----Hispanic/Latino Presbyterian Family Event (www.pcusa.org) 

August 11-September 8----Islamic Ramadan beginning and ending dates

August 25-August 28----Peacemaking Seminar at Ghost Ranch in Abiquiu, NM; the seminar title is “Re-membering Peace: Still the Believers’ Calling” with registration only available online at www.pcusa.org/peacemaking/conference/2010.htm 

September 6----Labor Day

September 9-10----Jewish Rosh Hashanah

September 18----Jewish Yom Kippur

September 21----International Day of Peace

September 23----Native American Day

September 23-29----Jewish Sukkot

October 3----World Communion Sunday; collection of the Peacemaking Offering

Save-the-Date for the 2012 Churchwide Gathering of PW: July 18-22, 2012 in Orlando, FL; the theme is “Rivers of Hope” based upon Psalm 46:4-5 (www.pcusa.org/pwgathering) 

Noteworthy News Within Our Synod:

CONGRATULATIONS to Carolyn S. Diener, of Louisville, KY (Mid-Kentucky Presbytery) and a member of Harvey Browne Memorial Presbyterian, for being selected to be part of the USA Mission Experience trip team to the Dakotas from September 9-16, 2010!  The objective of the trip is to develop relationships with our Native American sisters.

The PW of First Presbyterian Church in Greenwood, MS cordially invite you to come to their church (300 Main Street, Shuler Hall, 3-5 PM) on Sunday, May 23, 2010 and hear Rabbi Micah Greenstein of Temple Israel in Memphis, TN speak on the topic “Healing Israel: One Land, Two Peoples.”  Rabbi Greenstein, a graduate of: Cornell University, Harvard University, and the Jewish Institute of Religion in Los Angeles, will enhance your study of the Book of Joshua. 

PC(USA) missionaries Jeff and Christi Boyd, who serve in Cameroon, will talk about their missionary experience(s) at a PW luncheon to be held on Tuesday, August 10, 2010 at First Presbyterian Church in Nashville, TN (4815 Franklin Road).  Call (615) 383-1815 to make a reservation; the luncheon cost is $9.  Jeff is the creator of The Africa Game, an educational game for adults and children, and Christi is the facilitator for the PC(USA) hunger program initiative in Cameroon known as Joining Hands Against Hunger.  

CONGRATULATIONS to Peace Presbyterian Church (Mid-Kentucky Presbytery and home church of Gloria Moorman---PWS Coordinating Team) for being one of the two recipients of the 2010 Birthday Offering.  The money received will help to extend the community outreach of their R.I.S.E. Project---Reach-Improve-Strengthen-Empower---which provides educational/family service opportunities via four interrelated projects. 

Potential Trips of Interest:  

1. June 1, 2010 deadline for the Global Exchange 2011 trip to India in October 2011 (www.pcusa.org/pw);   the theme is Greatly honored are those who hunger and thirst for justice.”  The trip emphasis will be the impact of human trafficking and environmental issues on women & children.  The cost of $5000 includes airfare.

2. June 5, 2010 deadline for travel to the Czech Republic, Hungary, and Carpath, Ukraine from October 5-21, 2010; this trip gives you the opportunity to travel to the same countries that hosted the Global Exchange in 2008.  $3,250 includes: airfare for initial departure from the United States to Budapest and final return from Prague, ground transportation, accommodations for two people/room, and meals (www.pcusa.org/pw/missionmatters/trip.htm).

Bring the World to Your Door Step!

        International Peacemakers (IPs) will itinerate in the United States from September 24, 2010 through October 18, 2010 to talk about peacemaking ministries within their respective home country; approximately eight countries will be represented by the IPs: Bolivia, Democratic Republic of Congo, Israel/Palestine, Mexico, the Philippines, Pakistan, Sudan, and Uzbekistan (see www.pcusa.org/peacemaking/intl/international.htm).  For more information contact Ms. Vial at 888+728-7228, x5702 or at debby.vial@pcusa.org.   

ALSO

        Read the Kairos Palestine Document, a theological reflection issued in December 2009 by Palestinian Christians and PC(USA) mission partners.  The document considers current realities with a future of hope in God through the “lens of love and reconciliation;” www.pcusa.org/pcnews/2009/091087.htm.

AND PLEASE REMEMBER

        The 2010 Mission Yearbook for Prayer & Study has two wonderful informative color inserts that you will enjoy reading----(1) “Presbyterian Women in Mission: Together We Witness to the Promise—Yesterday, Today, and Tomorrow” written by Carissa Herold of the National PW Office; and (2) “The Year 2010: Two Anniversaries in the History of American Protestant Missions written by the Rev. Michael Parker, a Presbyterian World Mission’s Coordinator for international evangelism.

Four Things to Pray For: 

1.   The people of Haiti and Chile as they recover from their respective earthquakes.

2.    The people within the our Synod who have been

affected by the British Petroleum oil spill and the flood of May1-2, 2010.

3.    The people: of Greece, the Philippines and Thailand. 

4.     The world leaders who have gathered together to 

review the “Treaty on the Non-Proliferation of Nuclear Weapons.”

Free Resources:

·   The 2010 Mission Pledge packet is slated to be available in early June.   Call the Presbyterian Distribution Service (“PDS”) at 800+524-2612 for item #PWR-10-011 (PW in the Congregation) and/or item #PWR-10-010 (PW in the Presbytery and Synod).

·   Horizons---Resource Catalog item #PWR-10-001.
·   Horizons---Bible Study (Journeys Through Revelation: Apocalyptic Hope for Today) aid for leaders, item #HZN-10-101; worship bulletin cover as a free download at www.pcusa.org/horizons; and nine six-minute video sessions each with an introduction by the Bible Study author Barbara Rossing (available at www.pcusa.org/horizons). 
·   Circle of Prayer, volume 19---devotional booklet for “The Fellowship of the Least Coin”; item #PWR-09-466.
Antiracism Resources:

·   A new resource entitled Becoming the Beloved Community (‘BBC) includes tools to help you “dismantle racism.” Call 800+524-2612 for item #PWR-10-045 ($24.95 with the 2006 BBC DVD) or item #PWR-10-046 ($14.95 without the 2006 BBC DVD); both items include material entitled The Thoughtful Christian.

·    Utilize the “PW Antiracism Video Lending Library” within the National Headquarters!  For a video list and request form contact Patricia Longfellow at patricia.longfellow@pcusa.org. 

In Search of a Fundraising Project? 

·   Try peanut butter!  See what a St. Louis pediatrician raised by a Presbyterian woman has done with peanut butter and the children of Malawi www.projectpeanutbutter.org.       
·   Support the 2005 Birthday Offering recipient---“Bridge of Hope,” handmade items by Peruvian artisans.  Hosting a partnership sale via Partners for Just Trade entitles you to free shipping and a twenty-five percent discount on all items you order for your sale.  For more information visit www.PartnersForJustTrade.org/pb or call (314) 773-7358. 

·   Resources for celebrating the thirtieth anniversary of “Peacemaking: the Believers’ Calling” can be found at www.pcusa.org/peacemaking/30years.htm. 
·   Necklaces for missions started within our own Synod by Moderator Mary Weber; instructions can be found at www.pwslivingwaters.org.   

Quotes for Thought:

    In honor of Mother’s Day, earlier this month, the first two quotes are humorous and the last two quotes are reflective:

“A mother is a person who seeing there are only four pieces of pie for five people, promptly announces she never did care for pie.”  Tenneva Jordan

“It kills you to see them grow up; but, I guess it would kill you quicker if they didn’t.”  Barbara Kingsolver, Animal Dreams

“God could not be everywhere and therefore He made mothers.”  A Jewish Proverb

“Travel light, live light, spread the light, be the light.”  Anonymous 

More Quotes for Thought: 

“Life is what we make it. Always has been; always will be.”  Grandma Moses

“God has a plan for all of us, but He expects us to do our share of the work.”  Minnie Pearl

“…the greater part of our happiness or misery depends on our dispositions and not on our circumstances.”  Martha Washington

“It’s not the load that breaks you down, it’s the way you carry it.”  Lena Horne  
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