To:          Members of the Synod Coordinating Team of   

                Presbyterian Women, 

                Synod of Living Waters (“PWS”)

From:      Claudia O. Torrey

                 Vice Moderator--Issues, Justice, and Peace (“VM”)

Subject:   Annual Report (October 2009 – June 2010) 

Date:        May 28, 2010 

ACCOMPLISHMENTS: 

       Completed three years of continuous service, since being installed into the VM position in June 2007 at the Synod Gathering of PW held in Franklin, Tennessee. 

      Continued producing the “quarterly–type” update regarding justice/peace issues; trips; resources; and Horizons magazine. These updates are initially sent to: PWS Moderator Mary Weber, PWS Presbytery Moderators and their respective Justice/Peace Representatives, PWS Secretary Polly Banks, and select members of the Churchwide Coordinating Team of PW.

PEACEMAKERS IN ACTION WITHIN OUR SYNOD:
       Mrs. Aserlene Pickett, Vice-Moderator for Justice and Peace,

    (Mississippi Presbytery/Coordinating Team of PW), was the Spring Gathering speaker on Saturday, March 13, 2010.  Her message, entitled Peace Be Unto You Today and Forever, utilized information from several sources including: the Book of Order (Chapter Seven, “Worship and the Ministry of the Church in the World,” sections W-7.0000—W-7.5003); Bound Together in Love: The Creation of Presbyterian Women, 1978-1988 by Barbara McDonald; and Race and Religion: Southern Presbyterians, 1946-1983 by Joel L. Alvis, Jr.  

· Daughter of missionaries, Mrs. Ann Jung, (Moderator, South Alabama Presbytery/Coordinating Team of PW), keeps justice and peace issues “in front of her team.”  So, check out our PWS website in the coming days for her upcoming book review on Hunger and Happiness: Feeding the Hungry and Nurturing the Soul by Dr. L. Shannon Jung. 
· The “Spotlight on Youth” in the May 2010 issue of Presbyterians Today highlights a college student at Jackson State University in Jackson, MS---Ms. Alyssa Middleton.  Ms. Middleton’s personal prayer is that we as a people of faith find ways to be peaceful and loving, so that all people can live in harmony.  

HOT TOPICS FROM THE JUSTICE AND PEACE COMMITTEE OF THE CHURCHWIDE COORDINATING TEAM:

              A representative from this committee contacted me about topics committee members are following: environmental issues; immigration; rape as a weapon of war; child prostitution & child trafficking; and justice & peace in Israel/Palestine.  These are topics that this committee has chosen which does not preclude PW groups from choosing their own topic(s) of interest. 

PERSONAL PRIVILEGE:

              It has been an honor and a privilege to serve you and the Synod of Living Waters as your Vice Moderator---Issues, Justice, and Peace.  I certainly appreciated the offer and the opportunity to serve another three-year term, but my schedule at this point in time is not very accommodating (smiles).  Best wishes to my successor and the entire PWS Coordinating Team.  A “world of thanks” to all---Thank you! Merci Beaucoup! Grazie! Danke Schön! and Gracias! 
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