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What an awesome first year this has been!! It was very busy, exciting, educational, and inspirational.

One of the highlights of the year was when 13 women from the Presbytery of the Mid-South attended the Churchwide Gathering in Louisville, KY in June 2009.  It was very exciting and inspirational to join over 2500 women from all over the world to celebrate the Wonders of God.  My proudest moments at this Gathering were: (1) having the opportunity to be one of the 400 women to serve as a voting representative, along with Rutha Jones, in the business meeting using the consensus voting method; (2) carrying 50 
($20) gift cards from churches in our Presbytery to be given to the Presbytery Assistance Program and the Bellwood Presbyterian Home for Children; (3) viewing 6 mission story posters from our churches (along with many others) hanging on that long wall called the Wall of Wonders Mission Projects.  (That was an awesome sight.)

What a pleasure it has been to visit with many PW groups just to have a talk, install officers, or enjoy the kind hospitality as they hosted our Coordinating Team meetings.  Thanks to all of them for the invitation.

Our Gatherings: The 2009 Bible Study Conference and the 2009 Fall Workshop Gathering were well attended.  They were well executed and featured excellent speakers.  I really appreciate the hard work by the chairs and their committees to make these Gatherings successful.  

Serving on Presbytery of the Mid-South Council with voice and vote, as well as the PW Synod Coordinating Team has been a learning experience.  These were unfamiliar territories for me but I am learning.

To have the opportunity to speak about Presbyterian Women at the Presbytery meeting at Pincrest in November 2009 to over a hundred ministers and commissioners was exciting, and hopefully, they learned a lot of good reasons for supporting Presbytery Women in their respective churches.

Bonnie Blair,  a member our 2010-2011 Coordinating Team and former CCT Representative, was installed as Vice Moderator of the Presbytery of the Mid-South.  Congratulations, Bonnie!!!

Our last function during the 2009-2010 year was our Annual Spring Gathering on May 1, 2010 at Woodland United Presbyterian Church in Memphis, TN.  The weather was horrific that morning with pouring rain, severe storm threats and flood threats.  That did not deter 99 participants who came anyway. Pastor Dee Koza delivered an inspiring message entitled Journeying with God: Discovering God’s Vision of Hope.” based on Ephesians 1:1-14.  The recipients of the 2010 Missions Grants were announced as follows: Woodland United Presbyterian Church ($200); Bethel Presbyterian Church ($200); Collierville Presbyterian Church ($200); Germantown Presbyterian Church ($200), Grace Presbyterian Church/Bartlett ($200).  The slate of officers for election to the 2010-2011 PWP Coordinating Team was approved by acclamation.  The Installation and Reaffirmation of the 2010-2011 PWP Coordinating Team was performed by the Reverend Matt Miller. I also presented my annual report that ended with the following challenge:

 
“I would like to challenge the women from all across the Presbytery to do whatever it 


takes this year to attract more young women as well as newly retired women to PW.  Put 


your heads together at your local levels and come up with some creative ways to recruit


them. Ask them to tell you what whets their appetites and let them do it, even if it not  “what 


we have always done.” We need them! They are our future! The success of Presbyterian 


Women depends on them!  If we are to continue to be a viable ministry, we must attract the


younger women in our churches.  (This may mean changeeeee!!!)  In the next few months, you 

will receive correspondence from me asking you “What have you done to attract younger as well 

as newly retired women and how many have you recruited?”

Submitted by Vashti E. Crowder, Moderator

