
 

MESSAG E FRO M  
MO DERATO R,   

C AROLYN J ORDAN 

Dear Sisters in Christ!  I’m writing this on another “week after”.  The PWP 
CT met here last Saturday for our winter meeting.  It is always an enormous 
blessing to all of us to be together to do the work of Presbyterian Women in 
the Presbytery.  As we shared our joys and some sorrows I was struck by the 
fact once again that we are family.  I wish this for each PW and it would be 
refreshing to have new faces around the “table”.  Why not join us as we do 
the work and serve our Lord together.  Think about your involvement and 
call Beth Barker today!  We have several “elect” positions to fill.  (See page 5.) 
 
Annual Spring Gathering is upon us—Saturday, March 17th at Shades Valley 
Presbyterian, Birmingham.  A special celebration—our 25th—same place as 
the first one with the same “old” Moderator as the first time!  Members of 
that first CT will be invited and introduced.  Flyer enclosed—pages 2 and 3. 
 
The Triennial Churchwide Gathering was also on our minds as we planned.  
It will be July 18-22 in Orlando, FL.  Three Voting Reps to the Business meet-
ing were chosen and others have received scholarships.  ARE YOU GOING?  
LET ME KNOW—csjordan4@charter.net— THERE WILL BE A SYNOD 
LUNCH ON SATURDAY AND I WILL BE GLAD TO MAKE A RES-
ERVATION FOR YOU.  I ALSO NEED TO LET OUR SYNOD MOD-
ERATOR KNOW HOW MANY OF US WILL BE THERE. 
 
“Come See Columbia” is April 19th at the Seminary. 
 
AL/MS is early because of Churchwide.  It will be at Covenant Presbyterian 
in Huntsville, June 20-22.  Brochures/Registration forms will be available at 
the Spring Gathering. 
 
Fill up your calendars and your gas tanks and join us for these wonderful 
times of fellowship, worship, learning about mission opportunities and good 
food.  I’ll look forward to seeing you at all of these celebrations.  A favorite 
word of mine is CONNECTIONAL and we are just that in our PW and our 
beloved Presbyterian Church, U.S.A.  Shalom. 

 
INSIDE THIS ISSUE:  

Spring Gathering 2—3 

Calling all Leaders 4 

Search Committee 5 

Historian’s Report 6 

Cluster Leader Reports  

     Bham East and West 7 

     Montgomery/Selma 8 

Missions Report 8 

Winter Edition 2011 

The  L i n k ag e  
Presbyterian Women 

Presbytery of Sheppards and Laps le y  



 

Winter Edition 2011 Page 2 

 
25th Annual Spring Gathering 

Presbytery of Sheppards and Lapsley 
 

Saturday, March 17, 2012 
 

“Celebrating our Silver Jubilee” 

 
Shades Valley Presbyterian Church 

2305 Montevallo Road 
Birmingham, AL  35223 

 
Worship Leader: 

The Reverend Dr. Becky Burton 
Executive Presbyter - Presbytery of Sheppards and Lapsley 

 
Presentations: 

First Light Shelter – Deborah Everson, Assistant Director 
 

Synod of Living Waters – Jackie Riddle, PWS Moderator 
 

Presbyterian Home for Children – Karla Conway 
 

Mission Displays – Individual Churches 
 
 
 

Registration – 9:00 a.m. Program – 9:30 a.m. 
$8.00 pre-paid Lunch to follow program and worship 

Please pre-register with your cluster leader by March 3, 2012  
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Shades Valley Presbyterian Church  
2305 Montevallo Road 
Birm ingham , Alabam a 35223 
(205) 87 1-7309                                               
 
 

 
 
In Birmingham: Traveling on Hwy. 280 West towards downtown, we are located off the Hollywood Blvd. exit, between the 
ramp and Brombergs in Mtn. Brook Village.  Direct ly beside Express Oil.  *Note: The road and city limit changes names 
beginning with our property line. 
 
From Tuscaloosa I-59 East and I-65 South towards Birmingham:  Merge onto I-59 East towards Atlanta.  From I-59 E, 
near the Downtown Birmingham Civic Center, take the Carraway Blvd. ramp and stay to the left towards US Hwy. 31.  From 
Hwy. 31, turn left at the 3rd red light onto Hollywood Blvd.  Go through 2 stop signs.  Church will be on the right just over 
the bridge, next to Express Oil.  
 
From Anniston/Leeds area off I-20:  Take I-20 West towards Birmingham.  Take the I-459 exit  towards Tuscaloosa.  Take 
the Hwy. 280 exit and go west, bear to the right on ramp .  Stay on Hwy. 280 until you see the Hollywood Blvd. exit 
(approximately 4-5 miles).  At the top of ramp, turn right.  We are directly beside Express Oil at the top of ramp.  
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REPORT OF COORDINATOR OF SEARCH COMMITTEE 
 

By:  Beth Barker 



                                                                                



 

 

CLUSTER LEADER REPORTS 

 

BIRMINGHAM EAST 
 

Paula Haynes 
 
Greetings from Birmingham East!  I am 

happy to report that our Presbyterian Women across 
our cluster are alive and well and actively serving our 
Lord!  This past Advent and Christmas season found 
our women fully engaged in worship, service and fel-
lowship as we celebrated the holiday season.  And now 
we are leaping into springtime (at least it seems like it 
with this glorious weather this week) with new Bible 
studies and a renewed sense of mission.   
 
When I look back over the previous paragraph, I am 
struck with such gratitude that I can report to you that 
we are alive and well!  As you are all aware, northeast-
ern Jefferson County was hit with a violent F3 tornado 
that ripped through Center Point, Pinson, Clay and into 
the Argo/Springville area.  We were all so saddened to 
learn of the one fatality in our area, a precious teenage 
girl.  And at the same time, we praise God that there 
was only one death as we look at the devastation that 
took place. The storm came within a quarter mile of 
Center Point Presbyterian and Grace Presbyterian, 
with no damage at Center Point and minimal damage 
at Grace – Thank you, Lord!   And we praise God for 
the Holy Spirit moving through volunteers that showed 
up immediately and continue to be there for the recov-
ery.  Please be in prayer for all those who are reeling in 
the aftermath, rebuilding lives and livelihoods.  As our 
sisters in Birmingham West well know, recovery from 
this kind of event is a very long-term process.  Please 
pray for our congregations as we try to serve in the re-
covery process. 
 
One of the things that has been resonating with me re-
cently is how grateful I am that we as Presbyterians are 
a connectional bunch.  We are accustomed to reaching 
out to one another, in good times and in bad.  I see ex-
amples of this repeatedly in our PW cluster: Grace and 
Eastminster teaming up for Advent/Christmas and 
Lenten/Easter events and Bold Springs and Leeds do-
ing similar joint seasonal worship experiences.  I see 
that the women in our congregations reach out to other 
women in our communities by inviting them to Bible 
studies and knitting groups.  And of the course, the tor-
nado recovery is yet another avenue where we are and 
will be linking with others in service. 
 
Paula Haynes 
 

BIRMINGHAM WEST 
 

Shirley Jones 
 
 

I am continually amazed, but not surprised, 
at the accomplishments of Presbyterian Women.  From 
packing Christmas Shoe Boxes for Samaritans Purse to 
collecting gently used clothing for Mission Haven, our 
women are busy in service.  The PW in Bessemer held 
a bake sale this past November allowing them to donate 
$1000.00 to First Light.  Nell Barron of Edgewood tells 
me they just delivered coloring books and crayons to 
the Ronald McDonald House, gallon size canned goods 
to the Firehouse Shelter and cleaning supplies for Habi-
tat for Humanity. 
  
Many of our PW are involved in helping tornado vic-
tims by collecting non-perishable goods, baby items, 
toiletry, etc. The  PW of Oakmont gave $1000.00 to 
help feed tornado volunteers.  These women also col-
lect bottle caps for the McDonald House. 
  
I received an email from Belinda Dickinson, the former 
West Cluster leader, inviting everyone to visit South-
minster on Tuesday, March l3, 2012  from 10:00 to 
11:00 when Dr. John Fletcher (Good Shepherd Hospi-
tal) and his wife Gwenda will be speaking to their PW. 
These two missionaries have been serving in the 
Congo.  Gwenda works with the educators and is the 
liaison between PCUSA and the area of the Kasai in 
the Congo.  Light refreshments will be served prior to 
the meeting.  Come and support the PW at Southmin-
ster and meet these two dedicated  workers in Christ. If 
you plan to attend please call me at 491-5368 or email 
me jones288959@bellsouth.net. 
  
Please remember our 25th Annual Spring Gathering 
"Celebrating Our Silver Jubilee" at Shades Valley PC 
on March 17th. This is going to be very special as we 
will be at the same church with the same Moderator, 
Carolyn Jordan.  Don't miss this opportunity to spend 
time with your sisters in Christ.   
 
In Christian love,  
 
Shirley Jones 
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CLUSTER LEADER REPORTS 

 
 

MONTGOMERY/SELMA 
 

Cindy Hoffmaster, Leader 
 
 
 
 

Bette Lewis, Co-Leader 
 

Presbyterian Women of First Presbyte-
rian Church of Wetumpka and West-

minster Presbyterian Church of Montgomery com-
bined their efforts and held their Fall Gathering at 
First Presbyterian Church of Wetumpka.  The ladies 
from Wetumpka did a wonderful job as hostesses, and 
we are thankful to their pastor, Rev. Jonathan Yar-
boro, for leading the worship service.  Bridge Street 
Coffee Shop catered a delicious lunch. 
 
First Presbyterian Church of Wetumpka recently 
celebrated their 175th anniversary.  They had many 
special events and services to commemorate this mile-
stone, including having several former pastors return.  
Presbyterian Women helped serve food at various 
events, as well as provided guided tours of the build-
ing and shared church history with visitors. 
 
Presbyterian Women at Westminster Montgomery 
hosted a SERRV sale for the holidays, along with also 
selling products from Women’s Bean Project.  In ad-
dition, they have participated in the Presbyterian Cof-
fee Project through Equal Exchange for the last 9 
years. 
 
Alfreda Williams and the women of New Trinity 
Church of Camden are still involved with the  after-
school and summer programs for youth at the Cam-
den Community Youth Development Center. Al-
freda asked that we tell the women of the presbytery 
that art supplies for the K-12 summer program are 
needed and any donations will be greatly appreciated. 
Some supplies she mentioned are: construction paper, 
markers, crayons, pencils, paints, and ABC and num-
ber books to help the youngest ones practice forming 
letters and numbers. Anyone wishing to donate sup-
plies can send them to Alfreda Williams, P.O. Box 
491, Camden, AL 36726 
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Mission Notes 

 
I’ve heard it said that “Mission is the heartbeat of the 
church.” Presbyterian Women have always taken 
great initiative when it comes to supporting mission 
at home and abroad. Each year we have generously 
supported PW giving, including the Presbyterian 
Women Mission Pledge, Thanks Offering, Birthday 
Offering, and the Fellowship of the Least Coin, to 
name a few. In addition, with the Together in Service 
Program, we have had the opportunity to develop our 
own mission projects and as we continue to make a 
difference in the lives of others. Although we no 
longer roll bandages, consider knitting baby caps. 
You may send them to the Brethren Service Center in 
New Windsor, MD. Little Dresses for Africa, a non-
denominational Christian organization is a sewing 
project in which to become involved.  
 
Fair Trade Coffee Sales have supported Presbyterian 
Disaster Assistance and through this project $21,000 
has been given to date. This coffee is easy to sell with 
a little publicity. For example, Westminster, Mont-
gomery has sold $14,000 over 10 years and a portion 
of this has gone toward the $21,000.  By the way, it is 
very good coffee.  
 
You may give funds to the “Together in Service” pro-
grams to help purchase bicycles, mattresses, or palms 
for our Presbyterian Partners in Congo and send a 
card to your loved ones telling them that you made a 
gift in their honor. Funds collected from this project 
go to “Together in Service.” Call (800) 524-2612 or 
order on line.   
 
Last but not least, consider a member or members for 
Honorary Life Memberships. As you can see, there 
are endless possibilities to help improve the lives of 
people throughout the world. Check the PW Mission 
web site http://gamc.pcusa.org/ministries/pw/ for in-
formation. PW women are truly a blessing. 
 
Carol Rylee 
PW Mission Coordinator 

 

COORDINATOR OF 
MISSIONS 

 
By:  Carol Rylee 



 

Moderator:  Carolyn Jordan 
E-Mail:  csjordan4@charter.net 

1508 Verdure Cove, Birmingham, Al  35226 
Telephone:  205-823-1317; Fax:  205-823-8497 

Cell: 205-541-0860 
 

 
Recording Secretary:  Anne Thomas 

E-Mail:  atrn@alltel.net 
1487 Jones Road, Springville, AL  35146 

Telephone:  205-467-7345 
 

 
Substitute Recording Secretary:  Libby McKean 

E-Mail:  elizabethmckean@hotmail.com 
2404—5th St., N.W., Center Point, AL  35215 

Telephone:  205-854-5482 
 

 
Corresponding Secretary/Directory Editor:  Polly Banks 

E-Mail:  pbanks1957@charter.net 
406 South Norton Avenue, Sylacauga, AL  35150 

Telephone:  256-249-3369; Cell: 256-208-6412 
 

 
Treasurer:  Zoe Powell 

E-Mail:  zoepowell@gmail.com 
605 N. Randolph, Eufaula, AL  36027 

Telephone:  334-687-9864 (H); 334-687-5716 (W) 
 

Financial Secretary:  Judy Boyes 
E-Mail:  judyboyes@charter.net 

4047 Somerset Ridge, Birmingham, AL  35242 
Telephone:  205-995-2154; Cell: 205-901-4184 

 
 

Coordinator of Justice and Peace:  Eugenia (Gene) M. Fritz 
E-mail:  ear1920@yahoo.com 

1405 Crane Avenue #214, Anniston, 36201 
Telephone:  256-403-2720; Cell:  256-473-0313 

 

 
Historian:  Dotty Lessley 
E-Mail:  d.j.lessley@att.net 

904 Country Club Rd., Sylacauga, AL  35150 
Telephone:  256-249-2872 

 

 
Coordinator of Gatherings:  Melissa Scott 

E-Mail:  mmscottal@charter.net or Melissa.Scott@SEWoodTreating. Com 
2108 Halcyon Downs Loop, Montgomery, AL  36117 

Telephone:  334-396-6656 (H); 334-269-9663 Ext. 110 (W) 
 

 
Coordinator of Search Committee: Beth Barker 

E-mail:  mrsmacred@bellsouth.net 
6408 Ridge View Circle, Bessemer, AL  35022 
Telephone:  205-477-5528;  Cell:  205-915-3177 

 
 

Coordinator of Missions:  Carol Rylee 
E-Mail:  ryleejg@aol.com 

385 Winding Wood Drive, Wetumpka, 36093 
Telephone:  334-514-0252; Cell:  334-399-6574 

 

PW Cluster Leaders: 
 

Anniston:  Carrie Hutcherson 
E-mail:  carriehutcherson@bellsouth.net 
1427 Pine Avenue, Anniston, AL  36201 

Telephone:  256-236-6812   
 

 
Auburn/Opelika:  Zoe Powell 

E-Mail:  zoepowell@gmail.com 
605 N. Randolph, Eufaula, AL  36027 

Telephone:  334-687-9864 (H); 334-687-5716 (W) 
 

 
Birmingham-East:  Paula Haynes 

E-Mail:  chaynes108@aol.com 
108 Morris Circle, Trussville, AL  35173 

Telephone:  205-655-4142; Cell:  205-527-6000 
 

 
Birmingham-West:  Shirley Jones 

E-Mail:  jones288959@bellsouth.net 
401 Laird Avenue, Hueytown, 35023 

Telephone:  205-491-5368; Cell:  205-0602-7279 

 
 

Montgomery/Selma:  Lucinda (Cindy) Hoffmaster 
E-mail:  l.hoffmaster@yahoo.com 

2207 Walbash Drive, Montgomery, 36116 
Telephone:  334-395-9919; Cell:  334-312-2651 

 
 

Montgomery/Selma—Co-Leader:  Bette Lewis 
E-Mail:  b_lewis@knology.net 

1565 South Perry St., Montgomery, AL 36104 
Telephone:  334-264-4740 

 

 
Tuscaloosa:  Olympia McCrackin 

E-mail:  omccrackin@att.net 
3 Greenbriar, Tuscaloosa, AL  35405 

Telephone:  205-343-7456 
 
 
 
 

———————————————————————————— 
 
 
 

Horizons Representative:   Thelma Gibson 
E-Mail:  tfgibson49@msn.com 

2449 Freemont Ave., Birmingham, AL 35214 
Telephone:  205-796-0995 

 
 

Finance Committee Member-at-Large:  Kathy Tracey 
E-mail:  dobbes@bellsouth.net 

3305 Marlboro Dr., Birmingham, AL  35223-2803 
Telephone:  205-969-2264 (H); 205-903-1970 (Cell) 

 

The Linkage can be viewed on-line by selecting it from the Presbytery website:  http://www.pslpcusa.org/Ministries/PW/tabid/17258/Default.aspx 


